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“| want justice,” said Dana 
Roberts, the mother of 
shooting victim Brandon 
Roberts, from her sister’s 
home in St. Paul. 
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Grieving family longs for answers 


No arrests yet in Oct. 22 fatal shooting outside St. Paul bar 


By Mara H. Gottfried 


mgottfried@pioneerpress.com 


After working back-to- 
back jobs from morning to 
night, Brandon Christopher 
Roberts headed out with his 
friends to unwind. 

But after he left a St. Paul 
bar, gunshots rang out and 
Roberts, 31, was struck. He 
died soon after at the hospi- 
tal. 

It has been nearly two 
weeks since Roberts, a 
father of three, was killed, 


and his family is looking for 
answers. No one has been 
arrested in the shooting. 

Relatives of Roberts have 
heard various stories about 
what happened outside 
Johnny Baby’s bar about 2 
a.m. on Sunday, Oct. 22, but 
not about any dispute involv- 
ing him. They don’t know 
why he was killed. 

“I want justice,” said Dana 
Roberts, Brandon’s mother. 
“I want to know who killed 
my son, and I want them to 
go to jail.” 


Roberts traveled to Minne- 
sota from her New Orleans 
home last week and faced 
the task of planning a funer- 
al for her youngest son, 
which was held Monday. She 
previously lived in the Twin 
Cities, having moved here 
when Brandon was 7. 

Brandon Roberts played 
football at St. Paul’s Arling- 
ton High School before they 
moved to Brooklyn Park 
and he transferred to Park 
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SCOTT TAKUSHI PHOTOS / PIONEER PRESS 
A photo of Brandon Roberts and a pair of shoes signed by 
family and friends sit in his aunt’s home. Roberts was fatally 
shot Oct. 22 outside a St. Paul bar; no arrests have been made. 


26 DIE IN CHURCH SHOOTING 
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A man wipes his eyes outside the First Baptist Church in Sutherland Springs, Texas, on Sunday, where a man opened fire inside the church, killing 26. 


Man with bad-conduct Air Force 
discharge fired into Sunday services 


By Jim Vertuno 
Associated Press 


SUTHERLAND SPRINGS, 
Texas — A man dressed in 
black tactical-style gear 
and armed with an assault 
rifle opened fire inside a 
church in a small South 
Texas community on Sun- 
day, killing 26 people and 
wounding about 20 in what 


the governor called the 
deadliest mass shooting in 
the state’s history. The 
dead ranged in age from 5 
to 72 years old. 

Authorities didn’t identi- 
fy the attacker during a 
news conference Sunday 
night, but two other offi- 
cials — one a U.S. official 
and one in law enforce- 
ment — identified him as 


Devin Kelley. They spoke 
to The Associated Press on 
the condition of anonymity 
because they weren't 
authorized to discuss the 
investigation. 

The U.S. official said Kel- 
ley lived in a San Antonio 
suburb and didn’t appear 
to be linked to organized 
terrorist groups. Investiga- 
tors were looking at social 
media posts Kelley made in 
the days before Sunday’s 
attack, including one that 
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In Japan, Trump pushes for reworked trade relationships 


By Jonathan Lemire 
and Jill Colvin 


Associated Press 


TOKYO — President Don- 
ald Trump opened his sec- 
ond day in Japan by pushing 
for stronger, more equitable 
economic ties between the 
allies, yet his message in 


TwinCitiesecom 


Asia threatened to be over- 
shadowed by a tragic shoot- 
ing back home. 

Trump on Monday called 
the Texas church shooting 
that claimed at least 26 lives 
“an act of evil,” denounced 
the violence in “a place of 
sacred worship” and 
pledged the full support of 


Whose birthday is it today? Find out in our daily 
celebrity roundup. 


the federal government. He 
said that in a time of grief 
“Americans will do what we 
do best: we pull together 
and join hands and lock 
arms and through the tears 


and sadness we stand 
strong.” 
He then shifted to his mes- 


sage to a group of American 
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and Japanese business lead- 
ers: the United States was 
open for business, but he 
wanted to reshape the 
nations’ trade relationship. 
“For the last many 
decades, Japan has been 
winning” the trade relation- 
ship, Trump said. “The U.S. 
has suffered massive trade 
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deficits with Japan for many 


years.” 
He rebuked the current 
relationship, saying the 


trade deals were “not fair 
and not open.” Trump 
downplayed the potentially 
contentious nature of the 
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Saudis say 
lran may 
violated 


war terms 


They believe rebel 
missile fired at 
Riyadh was Iranian 


By Ahmed Al-Haj 
and Jon Gambrell 
Associated Press 


SANAA, Yemen — The Sau- 
di-led coalition fighting in 
Yemen closed off the land, 
sea and air ports to the Arab 
world’s poorest country early 
Monday after a rebel-fired 
ballistic missile targeted 
Riyadh, blaming the launch 
on Iran and warning it could 
be “considered as an act of 
war.” 

The coalition’s statement 
ramps up tensions between 
the ultraconservative Sunni 
kingdom and its Shiite rival 
Iran, both of which have 
interests in Yemen’s years- 
long conflict. The bloodshed 
continued Sunday as an 
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Jail inmates’ 
writing 
programs 

in jeopardy 


By Ryan Faircloth 


rfaircloth@pioneerpress.com 


Organizers of a creative 
writing workshop for wom- 
en in metro-area jails are 
worried for the program’s 
future. 

Neither of the programs’ 
current sites — Washington 
and Sherburne County jails 
— have been fully funded for 
2018. The women’s writing 
program has helped more 
than 180 inmates since it 
started five years ago, but 
funding for the workshops 
has since been harder to 
attain. 

“We are concerned for the 
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